
TECHNOLOGY
PLANTS 
THE SEEDS 
OF GROWTH
THE ADVANCED MANUFACTURING PARK IS
BEGINNING TO FULFIL ITS POTENTIAL IN
TRANSFORMING SOUTH YORKSHIRE TO
THE KNOWLEDGE ECONOMY.  
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nyone travelling in to Sheffield
along the Parkway will have
noticed the rapidly growing
number of high-technology

buildings springing up on what was once the
battlefield for one of the most violent
industrial disputes in modern British history.
Where the massed ranks of the National
Union of Mineworkers once fought a
running battle with the police, men in lab
coats now battle to give Britain’s
manufacturers a competitive edge against the
Asian tigers.
The speed with which the Advanced
Manufacturing Park is gaining a critical mass
is remarkable as yet another private sector
developer has moved onto site alongside the
likes of Castings Technology International,
The Welding Institute (TWI) and the
recently-opened Innovation and Technology
Centre. And now a former South Yorkshire
name – Dormer – is moving back to its
roots.
The strategy behind the AMP itself hinges
on the success of the adjoining Advanced
Manufacturing Research Centre (AMRC)
that occupies 20 acres of what used to be the
site of the Orgreave coking plant and an
opencast mine. Owned and operated by the
University of Sheffield, the AMRC is a
centre of excellence that works with world-
class companies such as Boeing, Rolls Royce
and Messier Dowty. 

A The idea is that the AMRC not only
produces the technologies and knowledge to
keep British manufacturers globally
competitive, but also acts as a powerful
magnet attracting some of the world’s
leading research teams to move nearby.
And what could be nearer than the
Advanced Manufacturing Park, right next to
the AMRC, offering 80 acres of brownfield
site with excellent connections to the UK’s
motorway and rail networks. The site is
owned by UK Coal and being developed as a
joint venture with Yorkshire Forward, the
regional development agency.
As a strategy it is plausible enough but it
depends on the gravitational pull of the
AMRC to really work, to demonstrate that
the cluster theory of connected businesses
being drawn together actually works. With
the return of Dormer Tools scheduled for
this autumn, there is evidence that it does.
Now part of the Swedish-based Sandvik
Group, Dormer is to build a new 20,000 sq ft
state of the art facility at the AMP. It will
include a major research and development
facility and a custom-built international
standard training centre as well as housing
global corporate functions such as IT, sales
and marketing and product management
plus an international export service to
support emerging and developing markets.
“The original intention was to get as close to
the AMRC as possible because of the ties we
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